APPLICATIOW FOR LANDMARK OR LANDMARK DISTRICT DESIGNATICN
ADDEVDUW TC PETITION TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE
. LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

1.  NAME

Histdric Ryons—Alexander House
and/or Common .

2. LOCATION S o | | '
If proposed Landmark Designation:

~Address (street number and name) 1835 Ryons Street

. 1f proposed Landmark District Designatiocn:

Describe boundaries by use of street names

7
f

3. CLASSIFICATION

Proposed Designation B Category
_ Landmark DlStrlCt . : ' district B site
X Landmark : . £ building(s) “object
. : T structure )

Present Use

agriculture ) industrial - : ) religious
' commercial ' military scientific
. educatignal . Tuseum - transportatlon
entertainment ~ park other:
government X -private residence

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
If proposed Landmark Designation:

Name Roger Dieckhaus
Address {street number and name) 1835 Ryons Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68502

If proposed Ldndmarﬁ Dlstrlct Designatcion, attach a separate page listing all .
properties in propesed districr by address and -include the names of property
owners of record as of two weeks nrior to the date of filing. and an indication
of which propertles are significant. ' '



GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Legal Descirlption -

Lots 1 and 2; Block 2 of Ryons Addition to the City of Lincoln

Number of Acres or Square Feet:

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING‘SURVEYS

Title __Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey

Date On—going effort . federal X state county local

Depository for survey records Nebraska State Historical Society

City, Toun Lircoln S _ o State Nebraska

Is proposed Landmark or Landmark District listed in the National Register?

ves, date listed

X  no
DESCRITPION
 Condition _ :
. , - Check One Check One
excellent deteriorated - - umnaltered X original site
X good ruins ' X altered . ‘moved - date

fair . unexposed

rDescrlqﬁfthe present and original (1f known) phy81cal appearance of all significant
supportive features of the Landmark or the significant structures within the Land-
mark District. -Also provide 1nformat10n abOut the structures that are instrusions

within . the Landmark District.

Located in south-central Lincoln just seventeen blocks from the Capitol

‘and omne block south of South street, a maijor Lincoln arterial, the Ryons—'

Alexander house occupies a two-lot site on the eastern edge of Ryon's Addltlon
to the City of Lincoln (July 23, 1886). The house occupies the full extent
of its historically associated property. :

The Ryons-Alexander house is a slightly-raised, two story brick and tile
structure with a conérete water—-table just above grade. Nearly square in plan,
the roof is of the characteristic pyramidal form, with flared eaves and '
hip-roofed dormers overlooking the front and rear facades.

Continued.



No. 7, Description, continued.

Formal emphasis is given the morth front facade with its symmetrical,
three-bay configuration. The centered front door is flanked on either side .
by single-pane windows (replacements of the original double-hung sash), while
the second story windows mirror the openings below. Paired double-hung sash
are centered above the door. The focal-point of the facade is the entrance
which 1is protected by a pedimented portico supported by fluted concrete colonettes
following Ionic designs. The door is flanked on either side by leaded-glags
sidelights which are separated from it by fluted columns.

The remainder of the exterior design is less formally arranged, being
characterized by more random fenestration. A flat-roofed, colummed porch,
similar in design to the front portico, occuples a portion of the east
facade. The enclosed sleeping porch above -this east porch was added shortly
after the original construction and features ribbon windows above bevel-sided
walls. A small, hooded porch stoop on the west has been enclosed, possibly.
about the timé of the sleeping porch addition. -

The interior follows the four— roommground -floor arrangement typical of
this house-type. The large living room at the front is diviced from the smaller
study by a wide central hall. The hall leads to the dlnlng room and the
stairway which ascends at right angles to the hall in a westerly direction.
" The kitchen occupies the southwest corner of the square, adjacent to the dining
room. The large size of the house (40 by 42 feet) allows for a seven room
arrangement on the second floor. Three rooms occupy the attic space.

A small frame garage w1th shlplap siding also occupies the site. Covered
with a flared-eave hipped roof, significance is attached to the remnant -
arboretum along its east wall. Formerly enclosed with lattice-work, the
decorative box beams and one column are all that remain. The northern ~-most
beam supports the rail for the sliding garage door.



P%ge-3

Specific dates::

Builder/Architect:

-

.~ SIGNIFICANCE
Perioi

____ prehistoric
__ 1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-~1799°
1800-1899
1900-

T

NERRRRRERREL Y

Areas of Significance-Check and justify

below

archeology-prehistoric

archeology-historic
agriculture '
architecture

art

commerce
communications
community planning
conservation
economics

education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry

invention

1908; 1912-28

AT L

landscape architecture

‘law

literature
military

music

philosophy
polities/government
religion

science

sculpture
social/humanitarian
theater
transpertation
other (specify)

anthropology

Charles J. Gerstenberger

..Statement of Significanée (in one paragraph):

9.

The Ryons—Alexander house
“of its second owner (1912-27),
contributions in the fields of
nationally and internationally
the performing arts were widely acclaimed as well.

accrues primary significance from the associations
Dr. Hartley Burr Alexander. 1
philosophy, -architecture, and anthropology are

recognized while contributions in literature and
Local interest is noted for

Dr. Alexander's

the builder of the house, William B. Ryons, long-time vice—president of the
First National Bank in Lincoln and son of Irish-born Joseph L. Ryons. for whom

both the Ryomns Addition and Ryons street were named.

STANDARDS FOR DESIGNATION

_(Check one{s) that apply)

Continued,

X Associated with events, pefson, or persons who have made a significant
contribution to the history, heritage, or culture of the City of Lincoln,
the County of Lancaster, the State of Nebraska, or the United States;

X Represents a distinctive architectural style or imnovation, or is the -

work of a craftsman whose individual work is significant in the development
of the City of Lincoln, the County of Lancaster, the State of Nebraska,
or the Tnited States; or

- Represents archeological values in that it yields or may be likely to

yvield information pertaining to pre-history or history.



Item No. 8, Significance, continued.

Hartley Burr Alexander (1873-1939) was born in Lincoin and rdised in the
sputheast Nebraska town of Syracuse. He was the son of George Sherman and
Abbey Gifford Smith Alexander. Alexander took advantage of the extensive
" library of his father, a self-educated Methodist minister from Massachusett85
and of the environment created by his artist- stepmother. Their house in
Syracuse was for many years con51dered the town's cultural center. .

Following graduation from Syracuse High School, Alexander entered the
“‘University of Nebraska, graduating in 1897 with an A.B. He taught English
for one year following graduation before accepting the Harrison Fellowship at
- the University of Pennsylvania (1898-1900). He then transferred to Columbia
‘Undversity where he received his Doctor of Philosophy in 1901.

After a two year residence in Boston he moved to Springfield, Mass.
where he was engaged by the G. & C. Merriam Company in revising their
Webster's Dictionary (1903-08). Following the publication of his Poetry
and the Individual in 1906, he was offered (1908) a position teaching philosophy
at the University of Nebraska. He edgerly accepted this position which he
held until 1927 when he became Professor of Philosophy at Scripps College
in Claremont, Callfornla. He died at his home in Claremont in 1939 at the
. age of 66. ' :

"PHILOSOPHY

Dr. Alexander's noted career includedEhe publication of several books
and numerous articles. His most important philosophical contributionsrinclude'
Nature and Buman Nature (1923); Truth and the Faith (1929): "The Great Art
Which is Philosophy", in Contemporary American Philosophy, Volume I (1930);
and God and Man's Destiny (1936) (Stephens: 1958, p. 10). He was. a member of
the Phi Beta Kappa Society, the Western Philosophical Association (serving as _
its president in 1917), the American Philosophical Association (its president in
1919), the American Association of University Professors, the Societe" des
Americanistes de Paris, and the Writers Guild, serving as pre51dent from 1925

fo 1926. BRe was also a member of the board of directors and a lecturer

for the Schecol of American Research, a contributor to the Encyclopedia of
Relipions FEthnics, and recipient of the Butler Medal at Columbia University -
in 1917. Scripps College honored him posthumcously with the establlshment

‘of the Hartley Burr Alexander Professorship in the Humanltles

_ ANTHROPOLOG Y

His work in anthropology is cleosely related to that in phllosophy.
In addition to the several books and articles, he lectured extensively omn
American Indian art and architecture. In 1925 he delivered a series of
lectures on these. subjects at the Sorbomne in Paris and in 1927 was the
Cooke-Daniels Lecturer at the Denver Art Museum. His most important
writings include his contributions to The Mythology of All Places,
Vols. X (1916} and XI (1920); L'Art et la Philosophie des Indiens de
1"Amerique QE;Nord (1926); The World's Rim: Great Mysteries of the North
American Indians (1953); and Odes and Lyrics (1922). In this regard Dr.
Alexander was a member and president (1928-29) of the Southwest
Archaeological Federation and a member of the Archaeologlcal Institute
of the School of Amerlcan Research. '

Continued.




Item No, 8, Significance, continued.

? OETRY AND THE PERFORMING ART S

Dr. Alexander combined his interests in philosophy and anthropology
in a variety of ways while at the University of Nebraska. In addition
to his extensive lecturing and public appearances, -he published numerous
poems and articles about peetry in leading national magazines of the day.
He had a particular interest in theater and the American Indian, publishing
articles on the subject as well as a one act play and another manuscript.
Alexander was the author of numerous popular pageants presented in Lincoln,
Omaha, and at the University -- among them" The Pageant of Lincoln" (1915),
"The Gate City" (1916), "Nebraska: A Semi-Centennial Masque" (1917), the
" Ak—Sar-Ben Pageant for 1922, and "The Making of Nebraska: A Pageant of
the Plains" (1929). - . ‘ ' T .

ARCHITECTURE

."The Salvation

of the State is
.Watchfulness

in the Citizen"

(North Portal, Nebraska Capitol)

Hartley Burr Alexander's knowledge and talent in the fields of
philosophy, anthropology, art and poetry synthesized in a unique way with
his contributions to American architecture, his third chief area of
interest and inquiry in later years (Harvey: 1934, p. 35). Cut in stone,
set in mosaics, and painted in murals, Dr. Alexander's thought has cdntri—
‘buted significantly to several monuments of American architecture across
the United States in the form of inscriptions and symbolic programes. .
"Perhaps best known are those for the Nebraska Capitol but other notabdle
buildings include Bertram Goodhue's Los Angeles Public Library, the Joslyn

- Art Museum in Omaha, Memorial Stadium at the University of Nebraska, the
' Goodhue Memorial fountain, Rockefeller Center in New York,as well as for
selected buildings at the Century of Progress Exposition in Chicago, among
others. Dr. Alexander was made an honorary member of the American
Institute of Architects for his contributions in this area.

No where are his talents more synthesized than in the State Capitol —-
that greatest of artistic collaborations in Nebraska —— where he designed
the symbolic scheme, provided for its iconography, and supplied the
inscriptions. His intimate knowledge and experience of Nebraska made him
eminently suited for the task. . '

"I love the animation of the cornfields, stirred by cruising
‘winds; the sudden thunderstorms with its avalanche of lightning
and the impetuous rain sweeping up after the great billow

of cloud is the very raiment of majesty; and I think I have
never seen such stars as ours, over the whele dome of heaven,

of a winters night.'" (from "Letters to Teachers' quoted in
Masters: 19%2%; p. 257}.

So too; his broad intellectual and spiritual background, his depth of
_understanding and appreciation of the idea "monument" were all
fortuitously combined in rare opportunity on the Capitol project;



Ttem No. 8, Significance, continued.

At times I think that the beauty of no fine building can be
fully known until it be beheld in a still-retentive ruain.
. Bertram Goodhue, gazing upon the mounting walls of his Capitol,
the material completion of which his eyes were not to see,
more to himself than to another speaking, said: Tt will be
beautiful even in its ruin,' -~ and than these words none
could be more eloquent either of the greatness of his
architecture or of .the depth of his understanding. There is
a mystery of the thing called Memory, which is a hovering of
the Past on into the Present, and it possesses its truth not
alone for the lives of individual men and women, but also for
the whole life of mankind, wherever it be monumental and written,
wherever it be commemorative, wherever it be pious with a sense
of some lofty fatherhood. Perchance; too, it is bodied into
the substance of the whole physical world, itself the writing .
of a thought and of a life that are archetypal in the mind of
God. Sco understanding, we shall the better know that wlere we
greatly build we are the-more nobly imitating the scroll of the
Creator.” - (The Last Architecture, pp. 7-8).

Philospher and educator, anthropologist and poet, Dr. Alexander's
contributions are noteworthy indeed, if not unique in American
| culture. : _ g ; ST .

The Ryons—-Alexander House is secondarily of significance as a notable
product of early 20th-Century neo-classiciegn. Ameng e dletinarnine
characteristics area careful symetrical arrangement of the main facade,
finely detailed treatment of thenprincipal entrance, and a restrained

but successful use of fluted Roman Ionic colonettes, which are one!of the
quintessential elements of the neo-¢lassical style, '
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GUIDELINES
Ryons-Alexander House
I. The Landmark Enviromment

The Ryons-Alexander House and garage occupy Lots 1 and 2, Block
2, Ryons Addition and are located at 1835 Ryons Street, Lincoln,
Nebraska. |

The house and garage are located in a quiet residential neighbor-
hood one block south of South Street, a major thoroughfare of the
city.

The garage and arboretum are currently scanewhat in a state of
disrepair. 'The restoration of both, but especially the garage, would
enhance the significance of the Landmark designation.

1. Required

a. New landscape work, including the planting of trees and
large bushes, and placing of fences, walkways, and outdoor
appurtenances, shall be compatible with the character of the
house as originally established.

b. Any change shall not destroy the existing relationship of
the two buildings. This includes widening of drives,
changing paving materials (in drives or walks), and locating
new parking spaces which are not corpatible to the established
character of the buildings.

¢. Walls, barriers, signs, building additions, new structures,
oﬁ:' the introduction of any other element which would alter
the character of the property shall not be constructed.

2.  Recommended |
Plant material, including trees and ivy that are causing the

house or garage to deteriorate, shall be trimmed to eliminate



the potential harm to the structure or shall be removed.

IT. Existing Structures — Dwelling and Garage

A, Ixterior Building Materials

B.

1. Required

a. Existing exterior wall material shall be retained.

b. Deteriorated building materials shall be repaired or replaced
by using the same material as in the original construction
of the building. |

c. All new material shall conform in detail, design, and/or
color to the original material.

d. All new materlal shall be finished as in the original
construction or in the absence of this information in a
manner equal to the existing.finish. |

e. Pointing, repairing, and/or cleaning of masconry or concrete
walls shall be done in accordance with the highest standards
of the trade involved.

f. The pointing of existing masonry joints shall conform in
color, texture, and joint prbfile to the origj_hal oonstructlon

g. Brick masonry and concrete foundation walls shall continue
to be painted.

h. Painting of masonry walls shall be similar to existing
color, texture, and type of paint.

i. When necessary, masonry walls shall be made water tight by
repointing of mortar joints together with the proper flashing
and caulking of masonry walls at their intersection with
adjacent surfaces.

Roofs
1. Required



a. Existing pitch, shape, roofing material, color, method of
‘flashing, flashing material, gutters, downspouts, roof
drainsg, and roof detail shall be retamed

b. Roofing material which has deteriorated beyond repair shall
be replaced with material of the same design, compbsition,
size, shape, color, and texture as the original material or
in the absence of this information, the same as the existing
material.

C. Windows and Doors
1. Required

a. Original wood sidelights, windows, and doors including
frame, sash, sills, shutters shall be retained. The single
pane picture windows are not considered to be in conformance
with the character of the building. Therefore, at such time
as the picture windows are replaced, the new windows shall
be double hung to match the original windows.

b. Lintels, masonry sills, decorati\}e glass and glass arrangements,
and originat hardware shall be retained.

c. Wood sidelights, windows, and doors and rassociated parts
that have deteriorated beyond repair shall be replaced by
wood members of the same type, design, size, shape, color,
detail, and texture as the member removed.

d. Wood frame storm windows and doors shall be finished to
match original material and original or existing color.

2.  Recommended |
Metal storm doors and metal storm-screen windows are not
conmpatible with the original building and therefore, should

be replaced with wood products equal in appearance to those



D.

E.

in common use at the time of the original construction and

compatible with the design of the house.

Entrances, Porches and Steps

1. Required

Q.

Original porches, steps, balusters, and colums shall be
retained.

Existing porches, steps, balusters, and colums which have
deteriorated beyord repair shall be replaced with new material
of the same type, design, detail, composition, and texture

as in the original construction of the huilding.

New or repa:red work shall be finished to equal appearance

of existing or original work.

Mechanical Services

1. Required

=18

No new mechanical equipment shall be placed in either of the
principle elevations or in either of the principle side and
front vards.

No holes shall be cut into either principle elevations for

. mechanical equipment.

Exterior electrical and telephone service shall not be

attached to the two principle elevations.

2. Recommended

ad.

Window air-conditioners and exhaust fans may be installed in
the rear elevation.

Early exterior mechanical equipment, and lighting fixtures
should be utilized whenever possible.

TIT, New Constructicon

1.

Required



Any new building additions and repair or remodeling activity
shall be compatible in height, proportion, character, design,
detail, and finish with the existing residence.

Any major addition shall occur in the rear yard of the residence

within the limits set out by the City Code.

Iv. Safety and Building Code Requirements

1.

a.

Alterations to the building to bring the building into compliance

with the Safety and Building Code shall be accomplished in such a
manner as to preserve the existing appearance and character of
the building.

City Code officials shall be consulted for life safety measures

that will preserve the architectural integrity of the structure.

" Construction of exterior stairways on the two principle elevations

ig prohibited.
Any stairways and/or elevators required by City Code or to fulfill
future requirements shall be located within the interior space of

the residence.

V. Demolition

1.

Required
The structures shall not be demolished nor removed in part or in

whole.



FHR-8-300 (11-78) /

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic Ryons—Alexander House

(LC13:D5-2)

and/orcommon /A

2. Location

N

street & number 1835 Ryons g N/A not for publication
city, town Lincoln N/A_ vicinity of congressional district First
state Nebragka code (31 county Tancaster code 109
3. Classification *
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—— district — public _X_ occupied —-__ agriculture — _ museum
_X_building(s) _X_ private —— unoccupied ____ commercial ____park
—_structure —_both —work in progress —_educational X private residence
—__site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
— object N/A_in process X yes: restricted —___government — scientific

— being considered — - yes: unrestricted — industrial - transportation

—__no » — military — other:

4. Owner of Property
name Roger Dieckhaus
street & number 1835 Ryons -
city, town Lincoln N/A. vicinity of state Nebraska
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. City-County Building
street & number 555 South 10th Street
city, town Lincoln state Nebraska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

X

title Nebraska Higtoric Buildings Survey has this property been determined elegible? ___yes = _no
date Qn-going —federal X state ——county ____ local

depository for survey records Nebraska State Historical Society

city,town  ILincoln

state

Nebraskg




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

——excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered _X original site

_X good —ruins _X_ altered —__moved date _N/A
— fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Ryons—Alexander house is a two story brick square-type house built in
1908 under the supervision of Charles J. Gerstenberger. The house is sheltered
by a pyramidal roof which flares at the eaves and features hip-roofed dormers
both front and rear. Two porches are appended -—- a small pedimented porch
enhances the symmetrical, three-bay front facade while a two-bay side porch
supports an enclosed sleeping porch on the second floor.

Located in south-central Lincoln just seventeen blocks from the Capitol
and one block south of South street, a major Lincoln arterial, the Ryons—
Alexander house occupies a two-lot site on the eastern edge of Ryon's Addition
(July 23, 1886) to the City of Lincoln. The house occupies the full extent
of its historically associated property. .

The Ryons—Alexander house is a slightly-raised, two story brick and tile
structure with a concrete water—table just above grade. Nearly square in plan,
the roof is of the characteristic pyramidal form, with flared eaves and
hip-roofed dormers overlooking the front and rear facades.

Formal emphasis is given the north front facade with its symmetrical,
three-bay configuration.  The centered front door is flanked on either side
by single~pane windows (replacements of the original double-~hung sash), while
the second story windows mirror the openings below. Paired double~hung sash
are centered above the door. The focal-point of the facade is the entrance
which is protected by a pedimented portico supported by fluted concrete colonettes
following Ionic designs. The door is flanked on either side by leaded-glass
sidelights which are separated from it by fluted columms.

The remainder of the exterior design is less formally arranged, being
characterized by more random fenestration.: A flat-roofed, columned porch,
similar in design to the front portico, occupies a portion of the east facade,
The enclosed sleeping porch above this east porch was added shortly after the
original construction and features ribbon windows above bevel-sided walls. A
small, hooded porch stoop on the west has been enclosed, possibly about the
time of the sleeping porch addition.

The interior follows the four-room-ground-floor arrangement typical of
this house-type. The large living room at the front is divided from the smaller
study by a wide central hall. The hall leads to the dining room and to the
stairway which ascends at right angles to the hall in a westerly direction.
The kitchen occupies the southwest corner of the square, adjacent to the dining
room. The large size of the house (40 by 42 feet) allows for a seven room
arrangement on the second floor. Three rooms occupy the attic space.

A small frame garage with shiplap siding also occupies the site. Covered
with a flared-eave hipped roof, significance is attached to the remmant arboretum
along its east wall. Formerly enclosed with lattice-work, the decorative box
beams and one column are all that remain. The northern-most beam supports the
rail for the sliding garage door.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

__prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —__conservation — law —_science

__1500-1599 ___ agriculture ____economics _X_literature ____ sculpture

—1600-1699 _X_architecture ___ education __ military ____social/

—1700-1799 ____ art ___ engineering —_ music humanitarian

—___1800-1899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settlement X philosophy — theater

X 1900~ ____ communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention _ES_other(specﬁy)

anthropology
Specific dates 1908 (1912-1927) Builder/Architect Charles J. Gerstenberger

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Ryons-Alexander house accrues primary significance from the associations
of its second owner (1912-27), Dr. Hartley Burr Alexander. Dr. Alexander's
contributions in the fields of philosophy, architecture, and anthropology are
nationally and internationally recognized while contributions in literature and
the performing arts were widely acclaimed as well. Local interest is noted for
the builder of the house, William B. Ryons, long—time vice-president of the
First National Bank in Lincoln and son of Irish-born Joseph L. Ryons for whom
both the Ryons Addition and Ryons street were named.

Hartley Burr Alexander (1873-1939) was born in Lincoln and raised in the
southeast Nebraska town of Syracuse. He was the son of George Sherman and
Abbey Gifford Smith Alexander. Alexander took advantage of the extensive
library of his father, a self-educated Methodist minister from Massachusetts,
and of the environment created by his artist-stepmother, Susan Godding
Alexander. Their house in Syracuse was for many years considered the town's
cultural center.

Following graduation from Syracuse High School, Alexander entered the
University of Nebraska, graduating in 1897 with an A.B. degree. He taught
English for one.year following graduation before accepting the Harrison
Fellowship at the University of Pennsylvania (1898-1900). He then transferred
to Columbia University where he received his Doctor of Philosophy in 1901.

After a two year residence in Boston he moved to Springfield, Massachusetts
where he was engaged by the G. & C. Merriam Company in revising their Webster's
Dictionary (1903-08). Following the publication of his Poetry and the Individual
(1906) , he was offered, in 1908, a position teaching philosophy at the University
of Nebraska. He eagerly accepted this position which he held until 1927 when
he became Professor of Philosophy at Scripps College in Claremont, California.

He died at his home in Claremont in 1939 at 66 years of age.

PHILOSOPHY

Dr. Alexander's noted career included the publication of several books
and numerous articles. His most important philosophical contributioms include
Nature and Human Nature (1923); Truth and the Faith (1929); "The Great Art
Which is Philosophy", in Contemporary American Philosophy, Volume I (1930);
and God and Man's Destiny (1936) (Stephens: 1958, p. 10). He was a member of




9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet

--10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property _1ess_than one
Quadrangle name _Lincoln, Nebraska Quadrangle scale

1:24,000
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Verbal boundary descrlptlon and wstnﬁcatlon

Lots 1 and 2,: Block.2 of ‘Ryons Addition to the City of Lincoln, including all
of the historlc real estate associated with the property.

G |

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A _code county code

state E ' code ' county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite D. Murphy, Survey Architect

organization Nebraska State Historical Society date  June, 1981
street & number 1500 R Street : telephone (402) 471-3850
city or town -Lincoln - ' state  Nebraska

12. State Historic Preservation Offlcer Certification

The evaluated slgnmcance of this property within the state is:

—X_ national - ____state —local

As the designh’teqj State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historfc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Cons%d Recreation Service.
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the Phi Beta Kappa Society, the Western Philosophical Association (serving as
its president in 1917), the American Philosophical Association (its president
in 1919), and the American Association of University Professors. He was also
a contributor to the Encyclopedia of Religious Ethics. Scripps College
honored him posthumously with the establishment of the Hartley Burr Alexander
Professorship in the Humanities.

ANTHROPOLOGY

His work in anthropology is closely related to that in philosophy. In
addition to the several books and articles, he lectured extensively on
American Indian art and architecture. In 1925 he delivered a series of
lectures on these subjects at the Sorbonne in Paris and in 1927 was the
Cooke-Daniels Lecturer at the Denver Art Museum.  His most important
writings include his contributions to The Mythology of All Races, Vols. X
(1916) and XI (1920); L'Art et la Philosophie des Indiens de 1'Amerique
du Nord (1926); The World's Rim: Great Mysteries of the North American
Indians (1953); and Odes and Lyrics (1922). 1In this regard Dr. Alexander
was a member and president (1928-29) of the Southwest Archaeological
Federation and a member of the Archaeological Institute of the School of
American Research where he lectured and was a member of the board of
directors. Partly as a result of his lecture at the Sorbonne, and partly
for his work on.behalf of French war orphans, he became a member of the
Societ® des Americanistes de Paris (and a recipient of the coveted
Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur). For his work on Volume X of The
Mythology of all Races, Columbia University awarded him the Butler Medal.

POETRY
AND THE PERFORMING ARTS

Dr. Alexander combined his interests in philosophy and anthropology
in a variety of ways. In addition to his extensive lecturing and public
appearances, he published numerous poems and articles about poetry in leading
national magazines of the day. He had a particular interest in theater and
the American Indian, publishing articles on the subject as well as at least
one, one act play. Alexander was the author of numerous popular pageants
presented in Lincoln, Omaha, and at the University -- among them 'The Pageant
of Lincoln" (1915), "The Gate City" (1916), "Nebraska: A Semi-Centennial
Masque" (1917), the Ak-Sar-Ben Pageant for 1922, and "The Making of Nebraska:
A Pageant of the Plains" (1929). Additionally, he was a member of The

Writers Guild, serving as its president from 1925 to 1926.
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ARCHITECTURE

"The Salvation

of the State is

Watchfulness

in the Citizen"

(North Portal, Nebraska Capitol)

Hartley Burr Alexander's knowledge and talent in the fields of
philosophy, anthropology, art and poetry synthesized in a unique way with
‘his contributions to American architecture, his third chief area of
interest and inquiry in later years (Harvey: 1934, p. 35). Cut in stone,
set in mosaics, and painted in murals, Dr. Alexander's thought has contri-
buted significantly to several monuments of American architecture across
the United States in the form of inscriptions and symbolic programs.
Perhaps best known are those for the Nebraska Capitol but other notable
buildings include Bertram Goodhue's Los Angeles Public Library, the Joslyn
Art Museum in Omaha, Memorial Stadium at the University of Nebraska, the
Goodhue Memorial fountain, Rockefeller Center in New York, as well as for
selected buildings at the Century of Progress Exposition in Chicago, among
others. Dr. Alexander was made an honorary member of the American
Institute of Architects for his contributions in this area.

No where are his talents more synthesized than in the State Capitol —-
that greatest of artistic collaborations in Nebraska —-- where he designed
the symbolic scheme, provided for its iconography, and supplied the
inscriptions. His intimate knowledge and experience of Nebraska made him
eminently suited for the task.

"T love the animation of the cornfields, stirred by cruising
winds; the sudden thunderstorms with its avalanche of lightning
and the impetuous rain sweeping up after the great billow

of cloud is the very raiment of majesty; and I think I have
never seen such stars as ours, over the whole dome of heaven,
of a winters night." (from "Letters to Teachers'" quoted in
Masters: 1929, p. 257).

So too, his broad intellectual and spiritual background, his depth of
understanding and appreciation of the idea "monument" were all
fortuitously combined in rare opportunity on the Capitol project:
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"At times I think that the beauty of no fine building can be
fully known until it be beheld in a still-retentive ruin.
Bertram Goodhue, gazing upon the mounting walls of his Capitol,
the material completion of which his eyes were not to see,

more to himself than to another speaking, said: 'It will be
beautiful even in its ruin,' -- and than these words none

could be more eloquent either of the greatness of his
architecture or of the depth of his understanding. There is

a mystery of the thing called Memory, which is a hovering of
the Past on into the Present, and it possesses its truth not
alone for the lives of individual men and women, but also for
the whole life of mankind, wherever it be monumental and written,
wherever it be commemorative, wherever it be pious with a sense
of some lofty fatherhood. Perchance; too, it is bodied into
the substance of the whole physical world, itself the writing
of a thought and of a life that are archetypal in the mind of
God.  So understanding, we shall the better know that where we
greatly build we are the-more nobly imitating the scroll of the
Creator." (The Last Architecture, pp. 7-8).

Phildspher and educator, anthropologist and poet, Dr. Alexander's
contributions are noteworthy indeed, if not unique in American
culture. '
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